
 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY

1 Corinthians 13 | February 24


Welcome! Thank you for joining us in 
studying through Acts! The book of 
Acts tells the story of how the Gospel of 
Jesus spread throughout the world of 
the first century A.D. — and one man 
(Paul) was especially instrumental in 
that effort. Paul not only traveled on 
multiple journeys speaking the Gospel 
and starting new churches, but he also 
wrote letters to many of those new 
congregations. 

The Bible includes 13 of those letters! 
(Find a chart of all 13 letters here!) As 
we continue our study in Acts, our 
midweek studies occasionally will focus 
on one of those letters (also called 
epistles).  

Tonight we will be in I Corinthians, a 
letter written to the church in Corinth. 
Paul planted the church in Corinth in 
Acts 18. He likely wrote I Corinthians 
while in Ephesus for two years (recorded 
in Acts 19). 

Look through the headings in your 
Bible in I Corinthians leading up to 
chapter 13.  What are some of the 
issues the church is facing? If you could 
describe the church at Corinth in one 
word what would it be? 

Paul wrote to the church in Corinth 
after getting reports that there was 
division and sinful behavior within the 
church.   

Read I Corinthians 12:24b-27. 
- What is the “body” Paul is referring to 

in these verses? 
- Based on these verses, what does 

Paul want the members of the 
Corinthian church to understand? 

We will focus on part of one chapter in 
this letter — I Corinthians 13:1-8. In this 
section, Paul writes to help the church 
(and us) understand how to keep the 
unified by loving one another.

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-8. 
- Are these verses familiar to you? Why? 
- Summarize what Paul is trying to 

convey to the church.  What phrases 
stands out to you? Why? 

In verses 1-3, Paul writes “if I…” five 
times! How does he finish those “if I…” 
statements? (Example: “If I speak in the 
tongues of men and of angels,” etc.) 
- Why do you think Paul considers these 

things as nothing without love? 
- What are the dangers of doing these 

things — or anything — apart from 
love?  

Re-read verses 4-8. 
- List out what Paul says love is and 

does in verses 4-7. Which descriptions 
here stand out to you and why? 

- Do any of these descriptions of love 
come more naturally to you? Which 
ones are the most difficult for you?  

- What are some excuses we use to not 
love in these ways? How is God asking 
you to apply these verses in specific 
ways in your own life? 

- Look again at your list of what love is 
and does. Who in the Bible perfectly 
embodies this kind of love? How have 
you personally experienced the love of 
Jesus in these ways? 

- Why does Paul expect the church to 
act in this way? 

- Read John 13:34-35. How does 
remembering the love Jesus has had 
for us encourage and help us love 
others? 

- How might a church be transformed if 
its members embodied this kind of 
love? 

- What things will “pass away” or 
“cease,” according to verse 8? What 
will remain? How would remembering 
that truth (that “love never ends”) 
transform the way you live every day? 

If time permits, read verses 9-13. What 
do you think Paul is communicating in 
these verses?  

Close in prayer. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit would remind us of the love 
Jesus has for us. Pray that He would 
show us where we are falling short in 
this area and that we would be able to 
love others like He loved us for the 
glory of God. 

KIDS FOCUS


1 Corinthians is a letter in the Bible 
written by a missionary named Paul to 
a church in the city of Corinth.   
Find the letter of I Corinthians in your 
Bible and read I Corinthians 13:4-7. 

Paul heard that some people in that 
church were fighting with each other. 
Paul wanted them to know that they 
should love each other instead! 

Is it always easy to love one another 
the way Paul is describing?  Why? 

How did Jesus show his love for us? (He 
came to earth, died on a cross and was 
raised again, defeating sin and death!) 
- Does it make you want to love others 

when you remember that Jesus loves 
you? What are some ways you can 
love others like Jesus?  

- Can you love the way Jesus did 
without His help? 

Close in prayer. Pray that you would 
remember how much Jesus loves you, 
and that you would be able to show 
that love to others in your life! 
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