
 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY

ACTS 13:4-52 / January 13


Welcome! Thank you for joining us in studying through Acts! We will spend the next two weeks 
reading about the first missionary journey to spread the Gospel. Today we’re studying in 
chapter 13; next week will be in chapter 14. 

On Sunday, we learned that the church at Antioch was a sending church and would become a 
hub for the Gospel to go out the rest of the world. 

First, let’s read Acts 13:4-12.  Where is the first stop on this missionary journey? Who are the 
people in this story? What is happening? 
- Are there people like Bar-Jesus today? What sort of people today actively oppose the Gospel 

and how? 
- Why do you think Paul was harsh with Bar-Jesus? 

Paul isn’t harsh here for the sake of conflict, but for the sake of the most important truth, 
the Gospel!  He knew that Sergius Paulus’ life depended on him believing the Gospel and not 
Bar-Jesus. 

- What happens to Bar-Jesus after Paul speaks to him? What are the parallels that can be 
drawn between the curse that Bar-Jesus received and his spiritual condition? 

- Would it be difficult for you to confront someone who was speaking falsely about, or actively 
opposed to, the Gospel?  Why or why not? 

- How does Sergius Paulus respond?   What made him believe? 

Next, let’s read through Acts 13: 13-25.  Where do Paul and his companions go next? What 
stands out? What is happening? 
- Where does Paul go on the Sabbath day in verse 14? Who is he invited to speak to? 

Notice in the this section almost every time Paul uses a verb, God is the subject. (Example 
from verse 17: God chose, God made the people great, God led them out.) 
- What are some other examples you see in this text?  Why is this important to notice? 

Read Acts 13:26-37.  After Paul “reintroduces” his audience to what God has already done for 
his people, Paul changes gears and begins to proclaim that Jesus is the fulfillment of all of it.   
- What is Paul’s focus in this section?  Why was he focused on Jesus? 
- Do you think Paul had a strategy for proclaiming the Gospel based on who he was talking 

to?  Why or why not?   
- What are some ways that our strategy might differ when sharing the Gospel with different 

people? 



Finally, let’s read the conclusion, Acts 13:38-52.  What does Jesus death and resurrection 
mean for them and for us? 
- What were the different responses to Paul’s message?  What is your main concern when you 

think about sharing the Gospel with someone? 
- Why do you think Paul was so passionate about sharing the Gospel? 

In verse 15, the rulers of the synagogue ask Paul if he has any words of encouragement and 
this is the sermon he preaches in response. Why is the Gospel of Jesus the best 
encouragement that he could offer them?  If you were asked to give someone words of 
encouragement what would you say? 

The Gospel was the disciples main encouragement and the whole reason they were on 
mission.  The focus was not on rejection or acceptance, it was on being faithful to share the  
Gospel with everyone. 

Close in prayer. Pray specifically that the Gospel would become the thing that encourages 
us the most so that we can not help but share it with everyone we meet.  

KIDS FOCUS


The story of Acts 13 in the Bible tells about Paul and Barnabas going on a mission trip to tell 
others about the Gospel.  On their journey they came across someone who wanted to know 
more about Jesus, but someone else was lying to them.  Paul had to be bold and tell him he 
was wrong. 

- Read Acts 13:4-12.   
- Why is Jesus so important to talk about? What did Jesus do?  (Jesus died on a cross and rose 

back to life to save us from our sin and from death!) 
- Why did Paul think it was so important to tell Bar-Jesus that he was wrong?  
- Read verse 12 again. How did the proconsul (Sergius Paulus) respond?   (He believed in Jesus!)   
- Do you believe that Good News about Jesus? If so, is there someone you know who you can 

tell about Jesus? How can you be like Paul in today’s story? 

Close in prayer. Pray that you would know the truth about Jesus and that you would be so 
excited to share it with someone!   




