
 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY

ACTS 19:20


Welcome! Thank you for joining us in studying through the book of Acts!  For the past several 
weeks, we’ve been following the story in Acts of the apostle Paul as he travels as a missionary 
to spread the Gospel of Jesus. Our Acts series now is in Acts 19. Paul is on his third missionary 
journey in the city of Ephesus. 

Tonight we are going to do something a little different and take look at a recurring theme 
that can be found throughout Acts. Luke (the author of Acts)  uses the phrase “word of God” 
13 times and “word of the Lord” 11 times in this book. 
- We are going to study four instances and see how the Word prevails, spreads, multiplies, 

and increases!   

First, let’s define that phrase. What is the “Word of God” or the “Word of the Lord”? (God’s 
message of Good News about Jesus. The Word of God is the Bible.) 

Open to Acts 19. Here’s a summary of what’s happening: Paul is preaching about the Good 
News Jesus in Ephesus and performing miracles and exorcising demons (see verses 11 and 12). 
Some Jewish exorcists, seeing the miracles of Paul, tried invoking the name of Jesus to do the 
same as Paul, the evil spirits mocked them and humiliated them. All the residents of Ephesus 
heard about this and praised Jesus.  

Now read 19:20. 
- What is the Word of the Lord doing in this verse? 
- We’ll look later at the word “increase” — but in this passage, what does the phrase “prevail 

mightily” mean? Why do you think Luke used this description? What do you think it means 
for the Word of the Lord to “prevail mightily”?  

- What does it mean for the Word of the Lord to prevail mightily in your life? In our church? 
In our community? 

_____

Now open to Acts 13. In Acts 13:44-49 almost the whole city (Pisidian Antioch) was gathered 
to hear the Word of God preached, but the Jews became jealous and contradicted what Paul 
was preaching. Still, Paul and Barnabas continued to boldly proclaim the word.  Read what 
happens in Acts 13:49.   

- What is the Word of the Lord doing in this verse? 
- What does the word “spread” mean? Why do you think Luke used this description? What 

do you think it means for the Word of the Lord to “spread”?  
- What does it mean for the Word of the Lord to spread in your life? In our church? In our 

community? 



_____

Now move to Acts 12. In Acts 12:20-24, Herod is delivering an oration to the people and they 
praise him.  Herod does not give glory to God for this and he is struck down and eaten by 
worms. Read Acts 12:24. 

- What is the Word of God doing in this verse? 
- What does the word “multiplied” mean? Why do you think Luke used this description? 

What do you think it means for the Word of God to “multiply”? Is that any different that 
“spread”? 

- What does it mean for the Word of God to multiply in your life? In our church? In our 
community? 

_____

Finally, open to Acts 6. In Acts 6:1-7, the church was dealing with a potential conflict, and in 
order for the apostles to continue preaching and teaching, they appointed others (deacons) to 
care for the other needs of the people. Read Acts 6:7. 

- What is the Word of God doing in this verse? 
- What does the word “increase” mean? Why do you think Luke used this description? What 

do you think it means for the Word of God to “increase”? 
- What does it mean for the Word of the Lord increase in your life? In our church? In our 

community? 

_____

Conclude your study with these discussion questions: 
- Why do you think Luke includes these statements about the Word of God throughout the 

book of Acts like he does? What point is he trying to make? 
- Does it surprise you to see these verses at the end of each of these scenes?  Why or why 

not? 
- Based on these four verses (and descriptions of the Word of God), what have you learned 

about the Word of God? Why is it important for us to remember these things about the 
Word of God? 

- Would you describe the Word of God using these same words today? Why or why not? 
- How can we as individuals and a church begin to approach the Word of God more the 

early church? If we did, how would make a difference in our lives? Our church?  Our 
community?   

- What kind of opposition does the Word of God have in our culture?  How does this affect 
the way you share the message of the Bible, the Gospel? 

Close in prayer. Pray that God’s word would be so important to us.  Pray it would increase, 
multiply, spread, and prevail mightily within our lives and the lives of everyone we meet.   



KIDS FOCUS


Tonight we will learn about the power of the word of God!  Let’s begin by reading Acts 19:20 

- What do we use words for?  What do you think the Word of God is? (God’s message of good 
news about Jesus).  What does the word “increase” mean? (Become or make greater in size, 
amount, intensity, or degree.) 

- Why would it be important for the Word of God to increase?  (So that more people will know 
what Jesus has done for them!)   

- What are some ways the Word of God could increase in your life?  Why do you think this 
might be important? 

Close in prayer. Pray that you would believe the word of God and that you would be excited 
to share it with someone. 


